PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

text for the introduction of what we wish to say
under the first head. According to the habit of
anthropologists, Frazer has put forward as the
mark of Religion the propitiation or the con-
dilation of personal beings superior to man and
believed to direct and control the course of
nature and of human life. Lang objects, and
very properly, that this definition is too narrow.
' I mean by Religion/ says he, ' what Mr. Frazer
means and more. The conciliation of higher
powers by prayer and sacrifice is Religion, but it
need not be the whole of Religion. The belief
in a higher power who sanctions conduct and is
a father and a loving one to mankind is also
Religion/1 although it should not be accompanied
by request for benefits. The presence in the
higher societies and even at the dawn of civilisa-
tion of persons strangers to any religious rite,
yet influenced by a belief in divine beings cannot
be denied. With regard to the most barbarous
of the Australian savages Howitt writes: 'If
Religion is defined as being the formulated
worship of a divinity, then these savages
have no Religion; but I venture to assert
that it can be no longer maintained that they
have no belief which can be called Religion, that

1 Magic and Religion, pp. 48-49, 69.